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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

Sir: 

This amendment is responsive to the Office Communication of September 3, 2003, which 
has a shortened statutory period of one month, and is timely filed. 


A first amendment and response to the final Office Action was filed on June 2, 2003. An 
Advisory Action was filed on June 24, 2003 in reply, which stated that the first amendment and 
response to the final Office Action would not be entered because it would require further 
consideration and searching. Accordingly, a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) was 
filed on July 15, 2003. Subsequently, an additional Office Communication was filed on 
September 3, 2003 in response to the RCE, which stated that the RCE was not fiilly responsive to 
the prior Office Action because the filed amendment causes a "switching of inventions" that is 
not permitted under RCE practice. However, the Examiner stated that because the submission 
appears to be a bona fide attempt to provide a complete reply to the prior Office Action (i.e., the 
final Office Action), the Applicant is given a shortened statutory period of one month from the 
mailing of that Office Communication to submit a complete reply. The Examiner further stated 
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^ 

\ hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date shown below. 

Typed or printed name 

Brooke W. Quist 

\^ Signature 


Date 

09/24/03 J 


This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 12 minutes to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800'PTO-9199 and select option 2. 


